Harvard, Cambridge students find CityStep a common bond

It'sa
chance to
excel for kids
who aren't
tops at aca-
demics; it's a
chance for self-
expression;
it's a chance
for a whole
fifth-grade
class to work
together
as a team.
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AMBRIDGE - Mayor Alfred Vellucet an-
nounces that the aliens have chosen his city as
their first stop on planet Earth because “it's
the heartbeat of America.”

Harvard dean Archie Epps refuses to close
down the university just because of the inva-
sion. Harvard, he says, has closed down exact-

ly once ~ for the American Revolution.

The town and gown comments are from a production called
A Cosmic Commotion” that Is itself part of a town and gown
collaboration called CityStep. This year, the program (nvolves
200 Harvard undergrad and 100 C: dge public school
students, grades 5-7. all currently working hard on A Cosmic
Commotion.” The musical about a spaceship crashing in Cam-
bridge and letting loose 130 little green guys who zap the resi-
dents senseless will be performed by some of the Harvard stu-
dents and all of the Cambridge kids - with Vellucel and Eppe
weighing in with taped interviews designed to add verisimill-
tude - at the Cambridge Rindge and Latin School this Friday
through Sunday. (Tickets are avallable at the Holyoke Center
Ticket Office, 1350 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Telephone 495-
2663.)

CityStep was founded In 1983 by then-undergraduate Sa-
brina Peck. who wanted to put on a musical extravaganza with
the story told through dance. Peck’s efforts evolved Into a pub-
lic-service program that runs t maost of the school year,
bringing Harvard and Cambridge together through dance and
theater. The CityStep staff - all volunteers - sends out invita-

tions to join the program to all

len Bledsoe, Annie Reinhardt and

fifth-grade in
the city. Any teacher who wants
to can have a CityStep team offer
» dance/theater class a couple of
times a week, during school
hours. After the fifth. grade, par-
ticipation is up (o the individual
child, and classes are held on Sat-
urdays. A few of the Seturday’

Stefi Roth - were rehearsing
with the SuperSteppers In a Har-
vard gym every day. Roth reckons
that she works 20 hours a week
on CityStep, a major chunk of
time for a full-time Harvard stu-
dent. Not all the Harvard students
work on the artistic end of City-
Step: Some write grants or do wd:
hy or

dancers are culled for Sup P
pers, the creme de la creme kids
who learn harder sicpe and have
bigger parts In the annual produc-
Uon that is the culmination of the

CityStep year.
The Harvard undergraduates

Beity,

asked for directions, the bureau-
crats — who aren't present at this
rehearsal but are iImagined by the
Suj - point their fin-
gers in opposite directions, a ges-
ture that clearly spells red tape
As the final insult. the bureau-
crats form a glant machine that
tosses the SuperSteppers back
onto the street.

Lamar Taylor spent most of

sign the two-hour rehearsal lying on
Roth, Bledeoe, hardt and his h, playing with a bat-
P P Al-  tery d game. “This I8 my
man were in the gym for rehearsal  da; off." he explained. At another
the other day. along with four Su- 1 cariier in the week, he'd
: Gordon Levin Beefer-  already learped the part the other

man and Anna both rSi were

seventh graders at the Graham
and Parks School: and Majeed Ah-
mad and Lamar Taylor, sixth
graders from the Tobin School. in

echool children. There Is no em-
phasts on technical niceties - no
pointed feet or knees —

tod g. Beeferman 1
& budding composer whoee work
will be featured In A Cosmic
O

but 2 lot of work on self ¢xpres-
sion and conveying ideas.
CityStep’s budget has grown to
835,000 a year, some of it raised
in & big benefit ball each fall, some
dlldwuledbyurmlmnnd
found: The time
ment for the key staff s enor-
mous. During spring break, when

" along with music by
ecven Harvard students, all work-
ing under musical director Ben
Hammond

The SuperSt were learn-
Ing their parts as friends of Tan-
ya. the Cambridge kid captured by

‘the aliens. Their efforts to save

Tanya bring them to City Hall,
where they attempt to grab the at-

some of their peers were by g
on Caribbean beaches. CityStep's
four directors - Maggl Apollon, El-

tention who veer
between robotic indifference and
caffeine-induced frenzy. When

PP g Bul
he came anyway, just to hang out
with people he lkes, “I just didn’t
want to go home.” he said. le's
proud that the CityStep direciors.
picked him as a SuperStepper:
“I's fun,” he said, “and | have
more reaponsibility’”’ than last
year. "'We have (o be onatage most
of the time. So we're stars ™

The rehearsal over, the direc-
tors sat on the gym floor and
talked about what children get out
of CityStep. It's a chance 10 excel
for kids who aren’t tops at aca
demics; It's a chance for sell-ex-
pression: It's a chance for 3 whole
fifth-grade clase to work together
a8 a team; It is, In one of Roth's
clasacs this year, a chance for a
student, who has just moved to

Cambridge Irom ltaly. 1o loosen
up. forget the language barrier
and have fun with his classmates.

The directors said they get as
much out of CityStep as the chil
f@iren do. They've learned how to
teach. how 1o set small goals and
be proud when children reach
them. They've enjoyed making
contact with non -Harvard peopie
in Cambridge. They ve learned to
accepl that they can’t reach every
student and thal some of their
Harvard peers will occasionally let
them down — just because they
have exams

“I's & gralifying expertence to
see kide gaining confidence.’ said

I's more gratifying than
geting an A on a paper ™ it's so

gratifying. in fact. that Roth, @
senlor. Is now looking for a pubilic-
service job for next yesr, because,
she said. “Tve been translating
my CilySiep experience into Job
interviews ™




